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Common Myths & Misconceptions

There are numerous myths and misconceptions surrounding organ and tissue donation for transplantation. We’re hoping that by busting some of these myths more people will register to donate.  These myths busters are great for use on Twitter and other social media forums. 
MYTH: 

Doctors won’t work hard enough to save me if I am a registered donor. 


FACT: 
The first and foremost duty of health care professional is to save a life. Only when a life cannot be saved does organ and tissue donation become an option.  Organ and tissue donor registration is confidential and accessed only when a patient has died or death is imminent for the purpose of sharing the donation decision with families.
MYTH: 

No one would want my organs - I’m too old/I’m too sick.
FACT: 
The oldest organ donor was over 90 and the oldest tissue donor was 102. Anyone can be a registered organ and tissue donor regardless of age or health. Medical testing following death determines whether organs and tissue are suitable for transplant. If they are not, the donation process does not proceed.
MYTH:

Asking a devastated family about organ and tissue donation is cruel. 
FACT: 
Most donor families feel a great sense of pride and comfort to know that their loved one has gone on to save and enhance peoples lives.
MYTH: 

My religion is against organ donation. 
FACT: 
All major religions support organ and tissue donation or respect an individual’s choice. To find out the perspective of your religion, visit Trillium Gift of Life Network’s website.
MYTH: 

I won’t be able to have an open casket at my funeral. 
FACT: 
Organ and tissue recovery is done with great skill and respect and should not impact funeral arrangements.
MYTH:

Transplants don’t work. 
FACT: 
Transplants save and enhance lives. They are a cost effective form of treatment for end stage organ disease but the system relies on human compassion for success. Click here to watch recipients talk about transplants. 
MYTH: 

The organ waiting list gives preference to the rich and famous. 
FACT: 
The allocation and matching process in Ontario is based on medical criteria not social status. Organ allocation is based on medical urgency, blood type/group, the size of the organ, and the relative distance (of a prospective match). 
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